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Professional Allowance Policy
XYZ  Baptist Church

Effective Date:	January 1, 2001, Subject to approval of Proposed 2001 Budget


The following policy shall apply to a professional allowance as it applies to cell phones, pagers, palm computers,  and other related professional expenses for ministry:

1.	Beginning January 1, 2001, a professional allowance in the amount of $100 per month will be paid the first day of each month.  

2.	In theory, this allowance is intended to be used by you to provide a cell phone, pager, palm computer, or any similar equipment or service associated with your position  as a member of the pastoral staff of the church.  The allowance could even be used for books or internet access fees at home.   However, the allowance is discretionary and can be used for anything.  It will be added to your W-2 taxable income at the end of the year, but will not be a part of your base pay (just as the auto allowance is not a part of base pay).

3.	Associated with the professional allowance, the church will no longer accept billings to the church for cell phones, pagers, or other similar equipment.  As of January 1, 2001, all cell phone and pager agreements will become the responsibility of the individual who negotiated and is using the service.  The finance office will no longer issue checks for cell phone billings and your budget should contain no cell phone, pager, or related expense allocations.

4.	This professional allowance is classified as a Anon-accountable@ allowance requiring no substantiation to the church for the nature of the use of your cell phone.  

5.	The church will assign ownership of all cell phone equipment, pagers, and palm computers currently utilized by individual staff members to the staff member.

