Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church

Funeral Policy

PURPOSE: 
A.   The death of a Christian, one, who has lived in the communion of the Church, is an occasion for thanksgiving and the proclamation of the Promise of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
B.   Every activity surrounding a death and burial should point to The Good News of the Gospel while allowing for appropriate expression of grief and loss on the part of the bereaved.

C.   In keeping with Scriptural teaching, it shall be the policy of this congregation to provide funeral services for both members and non members as need arises.

RESPONSIBILITY: 
A.   It is the responsibility of Emanuel’s pastor(s) to plan for funerals. 

B. The Service Committee will assist families in preparation and serving of food and refreshments for funerals. 

C. The Organist/Choir Director will be responsible for organ/piano music or approve a replacement. He/she will also work with soloists or other musicians as requested.

PROCEDURES: 


A. Pastor’s Procedure:

1. For pastoral care and to help in planning, the pastor should be notified immediately upon the death of a member of the Congregation. The pastor or family will then notify the funeral home.

2. No plans for the funeral should be made apart from consultations with the pastor and appropriate staff.

3. When possible, planning the funeral liturgy well in advance of the death of a Christian can offer an occasion for the pastor to talk seriously about the Christian hope of the resurrection of the dead through Jesus Christ.

4. Compensation for pastoral services will be determined by the pastor.

B. Service Committee’s Role:

1. The Service Committee is to be notified at the direction of the pastor when there is a death in the congregation.

2. The Service Committee members will then call everyone in the group to begin planning for the funeral.

3. For an Emanuel member or loved one, the Service Committee will provide cake, coffee, salad and rolls.

4. If the family desires additional food, the Service Committee will shop, prepare and serve. The family will pay expenses.

5. If the family wishes to bring in prepared food, the Service Committee will serve and clean up.

6. For non-members of the congregation, the Service Committee will provide cake and coffee. Additional food would be financed by the family. Donations from non-members will be accepted, but not requested or required.

C. Organist/Choir Director Role:

1. The Organist and Choir Director will be available for funerals if schedule allows for it. If the Director is not available, he/she will approve a knowledgeable substitute. 

2. The family will compensate the Organist and Choir Director or substitute. The musician will determine fees for these services.
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