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enry Blackaby
1allenges
nion students

Jenny Eastman
ion University News Office

JACKSON — The exhorta-
n was loud and clear: do not
rden your hearts.

Henry Blackaby, préesident
Blackaby Ministries Inter-
tional, encouraged Union
iiversity students to make
re their hearts were ready
) see, hear, and obey
od).” :
Blackaby, co-author of Expe-
ncing God, was speaking
ring a chapel service on
ion’s campus Oct. 8.

“I have one life to live and I
[l face eternity,” Blackaby
d in his opening remarks.

“God has created me for eterni-
ty.”

Blackaby’s message from
Matthew 13:10-17 emphasized
the importance of living one’s
life for the Lord because time
is limited and recognizing the
awesome priv- _
ilege of hear- |
ing and seeing
from the Lord.

“God is in
the process of |
shaping you,”
Blackaby said.
“You may not
recognize the
Potter’s hands,
but any child of God is being
shaped.”

Blackaby directed his ser-
mon directly to Union stu-
dents.

“Do not harden your hearts
while you're college students,”

BLACKABY

Blackaby mentioned text
from Matthew 20 and his

thoughts on the role this gen-

eration may play in ushering
in the kingdom of God.

“This generation may be the
eleventh hour laborers,” Black-
aby said. “We may be the last
generation God sends. There
will be an eleventh hour.”

A sense of urgency was in
Blackaby’s voice as he told
students to stop and listen to
the Lord and see what the
Lord was at work doing. He
encouraged students to let
God be at work in their lives,
to throw away their own agen-
das and to listen to the voice of
the Lord.

“God has an agenda,” Black-
aby said in his closing re-
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marks, “and He has put you in
the middle of it.” O

Giving beyond
local church lower
than 1968: study

Associated Baptist Press

CHAMPAIGN, I1l.
Church members are giving
less of their income to church-
es today than 35 years ago,
and even less of those contri-

‘butions are put to work outside

the local congregation, accord-
ing to a new study.

+ Giving as a percentage of
per capita after-tax income
dropped 16 percent — from
3.11 percent to 2.62 percent —
among Protestant church
members between 1968 and
2002, said empty tomb inc., an
Illinois organization that stud-
ies congregational giving pat-
terns.

But church-based giving to
ministries beyond the local
congregation dropped even

.more — 41 percent — from

0.66 percent to 0.38 percent
during the same period.

The study, “The State of
Church Giving Through 2002,”
looked at contribution data
from about a third of the
350,000 congregations in the
United States, the organiza-
tion said. The study’s authors
said recent reports of increased

charitable giving through
churches are misleading be-
cause they don’t account for in- -
creases in population, infla-,
tion, and per capita income.

Welch concludes
evangelism tour

Baptist Press : :
WAIKOLOA, Hawaii — In

- reaching Hawaii, Bobby Welch

successfully visited Southern
Baptists in all 50 states and
Canada in just 25 days of travel.

Hawaiian Baptists from all
around the island of Kona wel-
comed Welch and celebrated
his arrival Oct. 7 by placing a
purple and white lei around
his neck in the traditional
Hawaiian manner.

Waikoloa Baptist Church
was the last stop on the last -
day of the unprecedented
“Everyone Can Kingdom Chal-
lenge for Evangelism” tour to
encourage Southern Baptists
to “Witness, Win and Baptize
... ONE MILLION!” in one

year.
Welch stood before his
Hawaiian audience and

brought the same message he
has now delivered literally all
over North America.

“Instead of going off in all
different directions,” Welch ex-
horted, “let’s all pull together
as one and make a real impact
on this country.” 0
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